manage its own finances, but like children at this same stage in life, primary care is off to college, because let's face it, the White Paper means it has a lot to learn.
The students of today face an uncertain future: the prospect of unemployment and huge debts being the dim light at the end of their tunnel. If we're not careful primary care will find itself in exactly the same position. But wait a minute. What is it that parents always say? You never stop being a parent, whether it's doing the bags of washing brought home from college or being a listening ear on the phone. Primary care has enough to cope with, and is being stretched to breaking point. It will need help, that's for sure. After all, being a student, learning new skills, means making mistakes. Primary care will have to learn 'on the job', like couples trying out new contraception, some finding themselves pregnant because it hasn't worked quite as they thought it would, or something was forgotten altogether.
So who is going to fulfil this parental role in the future? One sort of parent is likely to take health care back to pre-1948 times; the other parent will keep things ticking over as they are, albeit doing this under a different name. Either way you'll see that the wheels of the health care bus continue to go round and round, round and round, round and round -all day long.
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